
CAPSULE SUMMARY 
CT-092 
Plummer Tobacco Barn 
Chaneyville Road 
Chaneyville Vicinity 
Calvert County, Maryland 

Plummer Tobacco Barn, part of the John Plummer Tobacco Barn Complex, represents 

one farmer's efforts to build a utilitarian building with a nod toward architectural style. 

Plummer Tobacco Barn measures thirty by forty feet and is laid out in a cross-axial plan. 

The barn's gable roof slopes moderately and features a steeply-pitched cross gable, 

reminiscent of the Gothic-Revival style. The barn was built in the 1880s by John 

Plummer. Two additional sections were added to the barn at a later date. The tobacco 

barn, together with the other agricultural buildings in the complex, forms a square U-

shape around an open yard. The barn is significant as one of the few stylized tobacco 

barns in southern Maryland. 
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Exoapt for weathering and the replacement of some boards, the main barn 
and other s t ructures in the complex appear to be in the i r or iginal s t a te . 
Different materials and uses, however, suggest tha t the complex may 
have evolved, making some buildings older than o thers . 

(Building A) 
The main s t ruc tu r e / i s 40 feet in length (excluding the addition on the 
east end) and 50 feet deep. Although there i s no actual second story, 
the building i e equal in height to two s to r i e s . I t i s constructed with 
a frame of hand-hewn timbers joined by mortise-tenon and t runnels . 
The s i l l s measure 8 inches by 11 inches in thickness, and the longest 
plates appear to run the ent i re length of 40 feet . The aiding i s made 
up of ver t ical boards of various types and ages. The original boards 
look l i ke poplar, but many have been replaced with other kinds of 
wood. There are wooden shingles on the roof, and i t i s in a v i s ib ly 
de ter iora t ing condition. 

From i t s north side and ends the building looks l i k e a typical tobacco 
barn, t ha t i s , rectangular with an A-framed roof. On the south side, 
however, the roof has a ra ther large and steeply pitched gable containing 
a l o f t door. 

Beneath the gable and s l igh t ly off center i s the main door. I t i s a 
double door with the opening measuring 11 feet 8 inches in width. A 
door of equal size i s d i rec t ly opposite on the north side. Both are 
about 9 feet in height. 

3esides the main barn there are other s t ructures in the complex placed 
in a symmetrical fashion to each other. Attached to the esst end of 
the main barn i s a semi-open shed (Building B) which runs west to east 
for approximately Ao fee t . Three doorless, rectangular openings with 
rounded corners cause the south side of t h i s building to be open. 

Another oblong shed (Building C) i s placed perpendicular to Building B. 
I t i s of similar construction to Building A and has the deep cornices 
of a Greek Revival s t ruc ture . Building D i s also a tobacco barn, and 
Building P i s a corn shed. Building E was designed to be a carriage 
house. These buildings are a l l made of wood with ver t ical siding and 
A-frame, gable-end roofs. Building G i s an open-ended u t i l i t y shed with 
slant-back or single d i rec t ion roof. 

The exter ior dimensions of these buildings are as indicated on the 
attached diagram. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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• STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

According to the present owner th i s barn was bu i l t by his grandfather, 
Mr. John Flummsr, in the 1880's. Mr. Plummar did the work himself, aa 
he i s said to have done on the main house which i s no longer standing. 

This barn i s actual ly part of a complex of buildings which are 
si tuated a t r ight angles to form half of a rectangle around an open 
yard. The enclosure i s completed by a wooden and wire fence. These 
buildings serve various functions. Although i t now houses c a t t l e , the 
main hsrn »pp#«r« to have been b u i l t as a tobacco barn, however, the 
other buildings indicate that they were designed for the storage of 
corn, hay, and equipment. 

Although tobacco barns a r ea common sight in southern Maryland, they are 
a unique type of farm s t ructure . Where moat barns are designed to keep 
out the elements, tobacco barns are designed to l e t in a i r a t l e a s t , 
and the countless crossbeams on which the tobacco i s hung tend to 
obstruct the free movement and open i n t e r i o r s which other types seek. 
The Pluminer barn has functional features of a tobacco barn, and yet i t s 
appearance makes i t unique among i t s neighbors. 

The moat unusual feature i s the large , central gable on the front 
(south) . The use of a central gable and the deep cornices on the building 
which runs perpendicular to the main barn are features typical to the 
Graek Revival. The steep pitch to the gable, however, l inks i t more 
closely with American Gothic archi tec ture . Mid-Nineteenth Century 
pat tern books contain designs for farm buildings, and in A. J. Downing'* 
Country Houses one finds s i t e plans as well as elevations. Pages 225 
through 225 show designs and plans which are quite similar to the Plummer 
complex. The Gothic Revival saw various stages, and the gable i s a 
prevalent feature in farm designs that were published up through the 
end of the Century. The door in the gable was a functional feature 
allowing for the loading of hay in barns with a hay lo f t , while in 
some barns a window in t h i s space provided l i g h t . In the case of a 
tobacoo barn i t was an obvious source of vent i la t ion . The inclusion of 
th i s l o f t door represents the adaptation of a common design to a specific 
regional need. 

CONTINUED 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET I F NECESSARY 
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CONTINUATION 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

HUMMER BARN COMPLEX 

Another feature which is also found in pattern books ia tha fact that 
thera are opposite doors in the north and south aides. This plan 
allows for easy entrance and exit of horse-drawn wagons which were 
difficult to back in or out of a building. Again, with respect to the 
specific needs of tobacco drying, such an arrangement of the doors 
provided for good cross ventilation as well. 

Since Mr. Flummer ia said to have built the barn himself, one can only 
guess what the source of the design was. He was obviously aware of 
Victorian traditions. Besides the functional value of a loft door, the 
inclusion of such a steeply pitched, central gable on a tobacco barn, 
in an area where such a feature is uncommon, raises the possibility of 
an aesthetic consideration in an otherwise purely utilitarian structure. 
Not unlike many houses of the same period, this barn shows an awareness 
of style and taste. 

Another interesting feature of the Plummer barn complex is the atone 
foundation of the tobacco barn in the southwest corner of the yard 
(Building D). It appears to rest on a field stone and mortar foundation. 
The stone is deep red sandstone, and in it one can clearly see marine 
fossils. 
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Plummer Tobacco Barn 
Chaneyville Rd. 
Chaneyville Vicinity 
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For additional documentation of this resource see the "Southern Maryland Tobacco 
Barn Project"; call number FRR Mary 21 




























